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LTA Youth MatchPlay
Start Time/pre event Email template



Subject: LTA Youth Matchplay – Venue – Date – Pre-Event Email

Dear Player and Parent/Carer,

We are looking forward to welcoming you to our event on XXXX.

Arrival Time: (ADD)
Finish Time (ADD)  
What to do when you arrive:
Organiser to add their own personalised arrival process: Example below:
When you arrive, sign in at reception and say you are here to play in the LTA Youth Matchplay competition with Max, the reception will direct you to me. I will be wearing a black zip up sweater with LTA Youth Compete on the front and either finishing up setting up the courts or at my competition desk. 

Signing in is an important part of a tournament process so make sure when you arrive you head to the competition desk and autograph against your name so I know you’re here. 
Player responsbility 

Tennis competitions are a great way for a player to develop independency, accountability and resilience. These events aim to develop all these skills. This can start at home so encourage your child to get everything they need ready before you leave.

Player Check list:
- Do I know what time the event is?
- Have I got my Racket?
- What clothes will I need? Have I got a hat if the competition is outside?
- Have I got my water and any snacks I might want?

Encourage this to continue at the venue e.g. players carrying their own bags, making sure they are ready before their match and have everything they need to go on court.


Parent/Carer responsbility 
Tennis keeps children fit and healthy and competition can help your child to make new friends as well as teaching them sportsmanship. There are lots of life skills that can be developed through taking part in competition. 

Helpful advice for parents/carers: 

1) Encourage your children to take the lead when preparing for their competition.
2) Encourage them to do their best and don’t compare how they do with their friends
3) Treat your child the same whether they win or lose. Losing is part of the game and use this as an opportunity to create resilience in your children. Help them to see it as an opportunity to learn and improve.
4) Remember sometimes your child will play well and sometimes they won’t but the most important thing is that they enjoyed playing and tried hard so, keep encouraging that.
5) Remember Andy Murray or Katie Boulter might be their role model, but so are you, so make sure you tell them how you proud you are of them.
6) Before a match they will be excited and nervous (as may you!) so remember to model calm behaviour to help them stay calm. Keep reminding them that nerves are normal, they can only control how hard they try, so do their best, enjoy themselves and play fair. 
7) Remember all kids will feel different after a match, they will be tired from all the effort they have put in and might be feeling emotional. If they don’t want to talk straight away then respect that. Remember to tell them how much you enjoyed watching them play whether they won or lost. 
Through competing regularly your child will develop communication, resilience, independence, perseverance, tactical thinking and coping and organisational skills. All whilst having fun!
For further support, including details of our Competition Parenting workshop, please visit https://www.lta.org.uk/compete/parents-area/parent-education/
Format for the day
· Players will arrive
· A group warm up & demonstration 
· Singles matches in non elimination format. 
· Doubles matches
· Wrap up & Presentation, 
· The aim is not to find one winner but players playing lots of matches against similar level players in a family friendly time.
SCoring Format for the day
The aim of these events is to teach the kids how to score and call the lines themselves. They will be responsible for scoring their matches and supporting others when they are not playing.

Remember the players won’t always get it right but it’s important to encourage them to try, and it’s a great opportunity for them to develop their communication skills. Try not to become involved in any line calls or scoring disputes, these will be sorted out by the organiser. 
The scoring format for matches will be (organiser to add/delete as appropriate):
Red: First to 10 points
Orange: First to 10 points
Green and Yellow ball: FAST4 Set
Further information on FAST4 scoring is available below. You may also like to consider watching the relevant online scoring video before coming to the competition:
Red – Understanding basic rules and scoring
Orange – Understanding basic rules and scoring
FAST4 Scoring

FAST4 Tennis provides a simple, exciting way of speeding up a conventional tennis match. The fundamentals of tennis remain the same, but there are innovative rules that ensure matches are fast, competitive, exciting and can be completed in a reasonable period of time.

These are the rules of FAST4 Tennis:

• First to 4 games wins – hence the name FAST4. It doesn’t matter how you get there, just make sure you get to four before your opponent does.

• Tiebreak at 3 games all – at 3 games all a tiebreak is played, first to 7 points, 2 clear
at 6-6.

• No-ad scoring – as soon as a game gets to deuce it’s a sudden death point. The receiver chooses which side will take the serve. This applies to doubles too with the receiving pair deciding who returns the point.

• Normal service let rule – if the serve clips the net and lands in the service box, then a
let is played.

Before the competition starts I will run through the scoring format with all the players, so don’t worry too much if you don’t understand everything before you come. 

VENUE INFORMATION
Organiser to add information on parking and food/Drink 

I look forward to welcoming you to the competition. 
(Org Name) 
LTA Youth Matchplay Organiser 
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